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I N T R O D U C T I O N 3

London has never accepted master planning and does not accept con-
cepts of any kind. It is disordered, mercantile, opportunistic, at times 
vulgar but always with an eye for a refined detail. Whether in architec-
ture or in fashion or even in landscapes, unruliness is the natural set-
ting for supremely elegant sequences grafted into the clumsy and the 
unkempt so easily that a natural order must be hiding in plain sight. 
London’s tolerance and accommodating character, just like its citizens, 
is bound together by a perpetual natural history; parks, gardens and riv-
er that weave throughout London’s natural history joining humans and 
architecture to trees, grasses, flowers, birds, insects, clay and gravel, the 
past to the present, growth to decay, the visible to the unseen.
  Walking from the inland west to the maritime east, we shall go 
in search of London, which despite its best efforts to avoid the singular 
in favour of the plural, has one body and one heart that can be found 
in every brick and every blade of grass however carefully or careless ar-
ranged.
 
“In spite of everything, London contains many more and more varied 
masterpieces than Rome or Paris... Nothing ever quite fit to the Continental 
influence; and the true Londoner will never quite fit in any pattern at all, even 
an English one…tolerant, shrewd, cheerfully vulgar and with a remarkable eye 
for quick profit”

Ian Nairn, Nairn’s London, 1966

R E F E R E N C E S ;

Overview Map of the major green spaces in London (p. 156-7)
Geological Overview (p. 29)
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O V E R V I E W 5
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Juergen Teller in his studio   J U E R G E N  T E L L E R 

The Ionic Temple at Chiswick Garden   S H E L L E Y    
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M O N D A Y  —  W E S T 7

S U N R I S E  0 7 : 3 6

The arcadian west of London, to the protected landscape 

around Richmond and Twickenham. Afterwards we venture 

northwards to visit two contemporary projects of deep 

interiority. 

Train from Waterloo station to Twickenham station. 

Pope’s Grotto, with Robert Youngs and colleagues. The 

birthplace of the English Landscape tradition, Alexander 

Pope (1688–1744)

See: (view of Teddington Lock, p. 96)

Walk with Rebecca Law from the Thames Landscape 

Strategy, to through Ham and Marble Hill to Richmond Park 

(p.132)

Bus to Chiswick 

Lunch at Chiswick House and Gardens (Chiswick 
p.160) one of the first radical garden projects and the 

beginnings of Palladianism at Lord Burlington’s house and 

gardens at Chiswick by William Kent. New café pavilion by 

Caruso St John architects.

Bus to Latimer Road

Juergen Teller Studio, by 6a architects
See: Chapter 7, Nature Indoors, (p. 111 onwards)

Walk to 

Walmer Yard, by Peter Salter

L E A V E  1 6 : 3 0

S U N S E T  1 7 : 5 2

R E F E R E N C E S ;

See Chapter 17, The Cult of Nature

Waterloo
Station

Twickenham

Pope’s Grotto

Richmond Park

Chiswick House 
and Gardens

Juergen Teller 
Studio

Walmer Yard   

E V E N I N G

Goldbourne Road

Portobello Road

Elsewhere



A pigeon having lunch at Tate Britain    S H E L L E Y

Alexandra Road by Neave Brown   D A V I D  W H I T H A M  
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T U E S D A Y  —  N O R T H 9

S U N R I S E  0 7 : 3 8

Priviledged prospects, grand gestures, the seats of power and 

appropriated structures. A long walk from Highgate down to 

the river. 

Northern Line from Kings Cross to Archway

Highgate Cemetery (p. 64, 192, 196), Kenwood (p. 5, 88, 

97, 120, 148) and Hampstead Heath. 

Alexandra Road Estate, 1972–8 by Neave Brown. 

The back of London Zoo (p. 48) in Regent’s Park and lunch 

nearby (p. 181, 201). 

The John Nash Sequence (See: Map of Regent’s Park down 

(p. 124-5). Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA), Port-

land Place. Pablo Bronstein exhibition, Conservatism, or 
The Long Reign of Pseudo-Georgian Architecture. Regent 

Street and down to St James’.

The Economist building (Alison and Peter Smithson), St 
James’ Park (p. 121, 165, 209, The Pelicans p.132 and a de-

scription of them, top of p. 96). 

Tate Britain, Millbank. Rachel Whiteread Exhibition.

Walk along the Embankment to 180 The Strand, an office 

building now serving as an arts space.

S U N S E T  1 7 : 5 0

R E F E R E N C E S ;

Map of Northern Greater London p. 240-1)
Green Park (p. 193)
The  Embankment (p. 169)

Kings Cross to 
Archway

Highgate Cemetery

Kenwood

Hampstead Heath

Alexandra Road

Regent’s Park

John Nash 
Sequence

St James’

Westminster

Tate Britain

The Embankment

180 The Strand

E V E N I N G

Gordon’s Wine Bar

The Embankment

South Bank

Elsewhere



Dawson’s Heights by Kate McIntosh, 1964–72

Self-build housing by Walter Segal  T A R A N  W I L K H U
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W E D N E S D A Y  —  S O U T H 1 1

S U N R I S E  0 7 : 4 0

Radical projects, green chain walks, art and construction and 

the banks of the Thames. 

Northern Line from Kings Cross to London Bridge. Train to 

Honor Oak Park, walk to Segal Close. Walk through For-

est Hill to the gardens of the Horniman Museum. View of 

Dawson’s Heights, by Kate MacIntosh. 

Walk to Peckham via the Horniman Nature Trail, Camber-

well Cemetery, Peckham Rye Park, Nunhead Cemetery.

Lunch at the South London Gallery, by 6a architects. Ga-

briel Orozco Garden.

Goldsmith’s Centre for Contemporary Art, building site 

with Adam Willis from Assemble. 

South London Gallery building site visit with Matt Atkins

from 6a architects.

Visit to Sugarhouse Studios, home of Assemble

Walk to the banks of the River Thames, to the Tower Bridge 

Moorings, and depending on the tides, down to the shore for 

mudlarking.

S U N S E T  1 7 : 4 8

R E F E R E N C E S ;

Suburbia (p. 105)
Map of Southern Greater London (Beyond)  (p. 242-3)

London Bridge to 
Honor Oak Park

Forest Hill

Walter Segal 
Housing

Horniman 
Museum

Walk to Peckham

South London 
Gallery

Goldsmith’s Art 
Gallery & South 
London Gallery 
construction sites

Assemble Studios

Tower Bridge 
Moorings

E V E N I N G

Shad Thames

Bermondsey

Elsewhere



J E S S I E  B R E N N A N , A Fall of Ordinariness and Light. 2014 

(Robin Hood Gardens, by Peter and Alison Smithson)

Horses at Thamesmead  A M A N D A  V I N C E N T - R O U S
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T H U R S D A Y  —  E A S T 1 3

S U N R I S E  0 7 : 4 2

A long walk back upriver; edge conditions, river management, 

flooding and sewage, grand visions, radical futures promised 

and abandoned, naval and chronological dominance, followed 

by an intimate temporary interior.

Train from London Cannon Street to Abbey Wood. Lesnes 
Abbey Ruins, Thamesmead, Crossness Pumping Station, 
walk upstream along the Thames Path.

Woolwich Ferry over the River

The Thames Barrier, London City Airport, Poplar, Bal-
fron Tower, The Ruins of Robin Hood Gardens (Alison 

and Peter Smithson)

Walk down The Isle of Dogs, lunch in Canary Wharf, 
Mudchute Farm, Greenwich Tunnel

Greenwich, Old Naval College, Sir Christopher Wren

Return to Bloomsbury

Alexander Brodsky pavilion for Puskin House in  Blooms-

bury Square, with the curator Markus Lähteenmäki and pro-

ject architect Matthew Hearn.

S U N S E T  1 7 : 4 6

R E F E R E N C E S :

Flatlands out east, see (p. 24, 69, 
Poplar / Bromley by Bow (p. 185
Lea Valley (p. 224)
Chapter 11, The Influence of Trade and Traffic

Cannon St to 
Abbey Wood

Thamesmead

Woolwich

The Isle of Dogs

Mudchute Farm

Greenwich

Bloomsbury

E V E N I N G

Princess Louise

Bloomsbury

Soho

Covent Garden

Elsewhere



Sir John Soane’s project for the Bank of England, an 

infinite sequence of interior space (1788-1833)

St Paul’s and the Barbican seen from Tate Modern  S H E L L E Y
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F R I D A Y  —  C E N T R A L 1 5

S U N R I S E  0 7 : 4 2 

Economic and cultural influence, refinement, the nature of the 

art gallery, the most ambitious of the modern projects in Lon-

don, a citadel of culture, legal power, the power of memory 

and illusion

Underground, Russell Square to South Kensington.

The Red House, Tite St, Chelsea. Tony Fretton architects, 

Mark Pimlott. 2001

Return to the City of London. River Boat to Blackfriars.

The City of London, St Paul’s Cathedral (p. 33) The Bank 
of England, Spitalfields.

Raven Row, Artillery Lane. Current exhibition: Gianfranco 

Baruchello: Incidents of Lesser Account

Lunch at the Barbican 
The Inn’s of court: Lincoln’s Inn, Gray’s Inn, Temple

Sir John Soane’s Museum, Lincoln Inn’s Fields

3pm tour 

Free time

S U N S E T  1 7 : 4 6

Final dinner together 

R E F E R E N C E S :

Map of the City of London p.117
Image, p. 40
See Chapter 4 Medieval London
Bombed Church Garden (p.217
Bombed city site (p. 209
The Temple, p. 81
The Landscape of London (p. 41)

Russell Square to 
South Kensington

Chelsea

The City of London

Spitalfields

Barbican

Holborn

Sir John Soane 
Museum

Free time

Final dinner

E V E N I N G

Open
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